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NYACD presents Steve Lorraine with
Partnership Award

Doug Hol dridge, Madi son County SWCD Board of Directords Cha

Steve Lorraine was recently presented with the Partnership Award at the annual NYACD (New York Association of
Conservation Districts) banquet at the Hampton Inn in Cazenovia. This award recognizes a person, agency
organization or NYACD committee member for outstanding effort or activity that promotes and advances District
programs. Steve is a very active member working with NYACD, NYSCDEA, NRCS and as District Manager of
Madi son County Soil and Water Conservation District
questions, researching it and ultimately forcing a decision if necessary. There is and has been much to learn from
Steve, especially how to perform duties outside your comfort zone. Not only has he taught folks about
conservation, hedés taught them how to manage, budge
objectives and involving members to get involved to expand projects and programs in Madison County as well as

throughout the state. 0, Jim Lieberum stated.
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Agricultural Assessment Filing Deadline
Is March 1, 2019

Farmers and agricultural use landowners should be thinking about the Agricultural Assessment Program if not already
enrolled. This program was established under Agricul
agricultural production by limiting the property tax assessment of such land to its prescribed agricultural assessment

value. Owners whose land satisfies the eligibility requirements may apply for an agricultural assessment.

Agricultural Assessment applies only to agricultural land that includes crop land, pasture, orchards, vineyards,
sugarbush, support land and crop acreage either set aside or retired under soil conservation programs. Up to 50 acres
of farm woodland is eligible for an agricultural assessment per eligible tax parcel. Land and water used for aquaculture
production are eligible, as is land under a structure within which crops, livestock or livestock products are produced.

Land visibly associated with a residential dwelling is left out of the soil group worksheet.

Eligibility is determined by the assessor or board of assessors where the application is filed. Land generally must cons
of 7 or more acres that were used in the past 2 years for production for sale of crops, livestock or livestock products.
Agricultural producing land less than 7 acres that is adjacent to a larger producing tract may be eligible as well. The
annual gross sale of agricultural products must generally average $10,000 or more for the past 2 years. If an agricultul
enterprise is less than 7 acres, it may qualify if average annual gross sales equal $50,000 or more. A commercial hors
boarding may qualify if there is at least 7 acres of land, the operation boards at least 10 horses and the operation

receives $10,000 or more in gross receipts annually.

To apply the I andowner ds f i r s19848daxteSpandirefjuestasoitgooapt act o u
worksheet. When calling it is helpful to have your tax parcel id numbers along with approximate acreage. A soil group
worksheet on a parcel under 25 acres will cost $10 and over 25 acres $20. The landowner will then need to fill out
FormRP3 05 Application for an Agricultural Assessment t |
application and soil group worksheets need to be submitted to the town assessor no later than March 1

DONOT WAI T UNTIL THE LAST MI NU

2019 Tree Sale Order Forms Availab
First week in January

Order forms for the 2019 Madison County Soil and Water Conservati
District tree and shrub sale will be available the first week of January
our website. I f you are curre

receive the order form around the same time. All prepaid orders will
due on March 15, 2019 with pick up on April 18th. If you are looking
trees or shrubs that are not currently offered please let Joann Burke

know and we will try to offer them the following year.

All programs and services of the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation 8rvice
are offered on a nondiscrimination basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or disability.



