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NYACD presents Steve Lorraine with
Partnership Award

Doug Holdridge, Madison County SWCD Board of Director’s Chairman with Steve Lorraine, District Manager

Steve Lorraine was recently presented with the Partnership Award at the annual NYACD (New York Association of
Conservation Districts) banquet at the Hampton Inn in Cazenovia. This award recognizes a person, agency
organization or NYACD committee member for outstanding effort or activity that promotes and advances District
programs. Steve is a very active member working with NYACD, NYSCDEA, NRCS and as District Manager of
Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District. “When there is an issue he gets right to it by asking
questions, researching it and ultimately forcing a decision if necessary. There is and has been much to learn from
Steve, especially how to perform duties outside your comfort zone. Not only has he taught folks about
conservation, he’s taught them how to manage, budget accounts, correct internal issues, advance conservation
objectives and involving members to get involved to expand projects and programs in Madison County as well as
throughout the state. “, Jim Lieberum stated.

Snug as a Cover Crop Rug
By Troy Bishopp

As the fall hastens and the outer-ware protects you against
the elements, your land is also in need of a comfy soil quilt
to safeguard its organic matter and microbe family. Dr.
Vandana Shiva, said, “In traditional agriculture, the soil is
the mother. She’s the mother who gives, to whom you must
give back.” Science has proven this “giving back” recipe for
healthy soils includes covering the soil for winter with a
cover crop blanket.

Throughout Madison County, this strategy of securing open
corn silage ground and getting a cover crop growing before
winter has been a priority for the conservation district, their
farmers and agency partners. The cover crop working group
“promotes its use in the county through facilitation of
farmer-to-farmer communication, on-farm research, demonstration and dissemination of research findings, and to
promote technical and cost-sharing assistance. They advance the development of these agricultural systems that are
economically viable and energy efficient; improve soil and water quality; and enhance carbon sequestration and nitrogen
use efficiency.”
Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District, now in its 7th season of planting cover crops for improving soil
health, the district has eclipsed the 800 acre threshold with funding help from farmers, NYS Ag & Mkts, the NYS
Environmental Protection Fund Soil Health Grant and The Upper Susquehanna Coalition.
“The success is in the logistics and getting seed in the ground as soon as the corn choppers harvest the first plants, said
District Manager, Steve Lorraine. To make this work cohesively, we work closely with Clinton Tractor Company for
equipment rentals and Growmark-FS in purchasing 40 tons of certified rye seed. It also helps that we have seasonal staff
to stay in the cab all day and that we perform most of our own maintenance.”
The district employs a 15 foot, John Deere 750 no-till drill and used a 21 foot Brillion soil conditioner/roller behind a
broadcast seeder to get the job done. On the horizon is trying to incorporate a highboy cover-crop interseeder during
the growing season. “The biggest challenges we have is the “planting window”, (Sept. 1st to October 10th) and the fickle
weather here in Upstate NY. At over 70 dollars per acre for getting a cover in and the benefit of increased organic
matter, reduced soil erosion and 20 to 30 units of nitrogen for spring crop production, it pays to be as efficient and
timely as we can”, said Lorraine.
DeRuyter Dairy Farmer, Steve Best said, “There’s no question the corn is better the next year planted into a terminated
cover crop. It also helps us when manure is not available on our far away fields.”
“The District is trying to expose farmers and consumers to the new approaches in soil building techniques. It’s been a
cultural mindset change to plant a green crop to feed the soil and then not harvest it. It’s a complex issue, said
Lorraine. It’s a long term investment that intrinsically helps but biological systems aren’t fully measured in terms of
dollars yet. We’re definitely working on that so we can fully know if farmers would do it on their own accord without
agency help.”
Anyone interested in the cover crop program please call the office at (315) 824-9849 ext. 5

Agricultural Assessment Filing Deadline
is March 1, 2019
Farmers and agricultural use landowners should be thinking about the Agricultural Assessment Program if not already
enrolled. This program was established under Agricultural Districts’ Law to reduce property tax bills for land in
agricultural production by limiting the property tax assessment of such land to its prescribed agricultural assessment
value. Owners whose land satisfies the eligibility requirements may apply for an agricultural assessment.
Agricultural Assessment applies only to agricultural land that includes crop land, pasture, orchards, vineyards,
sugarbush, support land and crop acreage either set aside or retired under soil conservation programs. Up to 50 acres
of farm woodland is eligible for an agricultural assessment per eligible tax parcel. Land and water used for aquacultural
production are eligible, as is land under a structure within which crops, livestock or livestock products are produced.
Land visibly associated with a residential dwelling is left out of the soil group worksheet.
Eligibility is determined by the assessor or board of assessors where the application is filed. Land generally must consist
of 7 or more acres that were used in the past 2 years for production for sale of crops, livestock or livestock products.
Agricultural producing land less than 7 acres that is adjacent to a larger producing tract may be eligible as well. The
annual gross sale of agricultural products must generally average $10,000 or more for the past 2 years. If an agricultural
enterprise is less than 7 acres, it may qualify if average annual gross sales equal $50,000 or more. A commercial horse
boarding may qualify if there is at least 7 acres of land, the operation boards at least 10 horses and the operation
receives $10,000 or more in gross receipts annually.
To apply the landowner’s first step is to contact our office at (315) 824-9849 ext. 5 and request a soil group
worksheet. When calling it is helpful to have your tax parcel id numbers along with approximate acreage. A soil group
worksheet on a parcel under 25 acres will cost $10 and over 25 acres $20. The landowner will then need to fill out
Form RP-305 Application for an Agricultural Assessment that is available online or from the assessor’s office. The
application and soil group worksheets need to be submitted to the town assessor no later than March 1st.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!

2019 Tree Sale Order Forms Available
First week in January
Order forms for the 2019 Madison County Soil and Water Conservation
District tree and shrub sale will be available the first week of January on
our website. If you are currently on the district’s email list you will
receive the order form around the same time. All prepaid orders will be
due on March 15, 2019 with pick up on April 18th. If you are looking for
trees or shrubs that are not currently offered please let Joann Burke
know and we will try to offer them the following year.

All programs and services of the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service
are offered on a nondiscrimination basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or disability.

Madison County SWCD Stream and Flood Mitigation Program
County Wide Stream Maintenance Program
For the past few years the soil and water conservation district, armed with funding from the County Board of
Supervisors, has been performing stream maintenance projects around the county for private landowners. In 2018
the district was able to leverage additional funding from the state to help get projects completed this year. Stream
maintenance projects were completed at multiple sites this year totaling $225,000 worth of work. An ongoing issue
around the county continues to be obstructions in channels resulting in flooding and channel erosion. In addition to
the projects completed we assisted multiple landowners and municipalities with permits that they needed.

Chittenango Creek Project
When the Village of Chittenango contacted us about a severe erosion problem on Chittenango Creek we went out to
take a look at the site and develop remediation plan. As can be seen in the picture the stream bank had eroded
severely taking a section of the trail with it. The walking trail had to be closed for safety reasons. District staff
completed an engineered design and secured the needed permits to allow this site to be repaired thus stabilizing the
bank and the trail from further erosion.

Before

After

Village of Chittenango Flood Mitigation Project
The Village of Chittenango experienced severe flooding in the summer of 2016 as a result of prolonged rain events
saturating the soils and runoff from additional rain events. The District working with the village a local farmer and the
landowner who owned the farmland developed a plan to capture the water above the village and release it slowly in
order to minimize damage in the Village from this type of rain event in the future.

Site under construction – a large detention basin
will capture the runoff water from the farm land
and release it slowly over a 24hr period.

Site near completion will protect the village in the
future.

Town of Madison Flood Mitigation Project
In cooperation with the Town of Madison, Madison County Highway and Madison County SWCD this bridge on Elm St was
replaced. The old failing bridge was replaced by a 18 feet high culvert. Funding for this project came from the
Environmental Protection Fund-Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Grant secured by the District.

Existing failing bridge

New culvert

Summer/Fall Interns

Jennifer Rhoades, a SUNY Cobleskill student
majoring in Agricultural Business, performed a
wide variety of activity while at the district this
summer. She assisted in tree plantings, soil
sampling, various survey and designs, AEM Tier 1
and 2 farm assessments, stream permit
applications, etc.

This is Gregory Elliott’s second season with the
district as our main cover crop seeding man.
Gregory, a graduate of Morrisville State
College, has planted a 860 acres of cover crops
this year. Currently he is assisting CAFO CNMP
planner, Dave Livermore with soil sampling of
fields before snow flies.

Out to Pasture

Troy Bishopp helping a farmer get posts in the
ground and teaching fence building for a new
pasture system

Troy Bishopp coordinated a robust early season pasture
walk for the Upper Susquehanna Coalition featuring
Vermont’s Pasture Consultant, Sarah Flack and 180
farmers who attended the 2 day grazing school.

CREP Riparian Buffer Project
This spring the district assisted a Hamilton farmer to implement an 8.1 acre riparian forest buffer along the Sangerfield
River. This buffer project consisted of approximately 5,000 feet of high tensile fencing, 2 stream crossings, a pond for
watering, watering facilities and 865 trees and shrubs planted with coconut fiber mats, stakes and tree tubes. This
project was funded through USDA Farm Service Agency through the CREP Program and also the USC NFWF natural
infrastructure grant funding.

Jerry Boyd, District Technician, planting a white spruce
seedling

Before

Carl Bartlett and Jerry Boyd, District Technicians,
drilling holes for tree and shrub planting

After

Acting locally for water quality by restoring riparian forests
By: Lydia Brinkley, USC Buffer Coordinator
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Riparian buffers are one of the most
effective best management practices
in reducing nutrients and sediment
from reaching surface waters and have
therefore become a priority practice of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts
throughout the state. Throughout
2018, Madison County SWCD, the
Upper Susquehanna Coalition, and
partners have acted to coordinate
activities that implement and establish
riparian forest buffers throughout the
county. Implementing this practice is
part of a larger effort to produce and protect clean water locally, as well as downstream,
all the way to the Chesapeake Bay. But, this practice is not straight forward; it takes a lot
of time, resources, and expertise to effectively establish. Recognizing the many obstacles that exist to establishing these areas, the District has become opportunistic in
assisting landowners with buffer implementation and establishment.
Landowner reluctance to take land out of production, getting programmatic funding
assistance to help with costs, and then very basically, finding people to help plant trees
and shrubs are just a few obstacles that exist to buffer implementation. Navigating the
path to implementation takes practice and persistence, but the district and USC are
becoming a well-oiled buffer implementing machine, piecing together funding and
people to make it happen. Very basically the district helps landowners obtain protective
materials for their plants (such as tree and shrub tubes), but the district also can offer
monitoring assistance, guidance on maintenance activities, and help with developing a
land use management plan that incorporates riparian buffers.
Buffers aren’t just pieces of land set aside for water quality. They enhance wildlife
habitat and provide corridors for movement; an establishment plan can be tailored
towards pollinators, birds, amphibians, or other critters that landowners and their
grandchildren may have an interest in. Ideally, landowners recognize the importance of
this practice in providing clean water and care for the riparian plantings as they would
their flower or vegetable gardens; look at the planted area and observe any changes,
pull some weeds, talk to others about how to manage the area. Realistically though,
establishing buffers requires resources that many landowners may not possess. For
these resources, please look to the district for help!

6503 Wes Rd.
Hamilton, NY 13346
(315) 824-9849
www.madcoswcd.com

