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For Landõs Sake 

Doug Holdridge, Madison County SWCD Board of Directorõs Chairman with Steve Lorraine, District Manager  

NYACD presents Steve Lorraine with                     

Partnership Award  

Steve Lorraine was recently presented with the Partnership Award at the annual NYACD (New York Association of 

Conservation Districts) banquet at the Hampton Inn in Cazenovia. This award recognizes a person, agency          

organization or NYACD committee member for outstanding effort or activity that promotes and advances District 

programs.  Steve is a very active member working with NYACD, NYSCDEA, NRCS and as District Manager of  

Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District.  òWhen there is an issue he gets right to it by asking     

questions, researching it and ultimately forcing a decision if necessary. There is and has been much to learn from 

Steve, especially how to perform duties outside your comfort zone. Not only has he taught folks about              

conservation, heõs taught them how to manage, budget accounts, correct internal issues, advance conservation    

objectives and involving members to get involved to expand projects and programs in Madison County as well as 

throughout the state. ò, Jim Lieberum stated. 



Snug as a Cover Crop Rug  

.ȅ ¢Ǌƻȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇǇ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƘŀǎǘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊ-ǿŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳŦȅ ǎƻƛƭ ǉǳƛƭǘ 

ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŎǊƻōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  5ǊΦ 

±ŀƴŘŀƴŀ {ƘƛǾŀΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ƎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ  {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ άƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪέ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎƻƛƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ  

ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘΦ 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ 

ŎƻǊƴ ǎƛƭŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

ǿƛƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊ-ǘƻ-ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ƻƴ-ŦŀǊƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ    

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘΤ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǎŜǉǳŜǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ 

ǳǎŜ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎȅΦέ  

aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ тǘƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ улл ŀŎǊŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ b¸{ !Ǝ ϧ aƪǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ b¸{           

9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ CǳƴŘ {ƻƛƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ DǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ {ǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴ ŎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǎŀƛŘ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ {ǘŜǾŜ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΦ  ¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦƻǊ 

ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƴǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿƳŀǊƪ-C{ ƛƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ пл ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ǊȅŜ ǎŜŜŘΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀũ 

ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀō ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅǎ ŀ мр ŦƻƻǘΣ WƻƘƴ 5ŜŜǊŜ трл ƴƻ-ǝƭƭ ŘǊƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ нм Ŧƻƻǘ .Ǌƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŜǊκǊƻƭƭŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ǎŜŜŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŘƻƴŜΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘōƻȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ-ŎǊƻǇ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŜŘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέΣ  ό{ŜǇǘΦ мǎǘ ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ млǘƘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŬŎƪƭŜ 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ¦ǇǎǘŀǘŜ b¸Φ  !ǘ ƻǾŜǊ тл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ 

ƳŀǧŜǊΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǎƻƛƭ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ нл ǘƻ ол ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ƴƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǇ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ Ǉŀȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ   

ǝƳŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴέΣ ǎŀƛŘ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΦ  

5ŜwǳȅǘŜǊ 5ŀƛǊȅ CŀǊƳŜǊΣ {ǘŜǾŜ .Ŝǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴ ƛǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 

ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŬŜƭŘǎΦέ      

ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƛƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŎǊƻǇ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǎŀƛŘ           

[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ōǳǘ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ   

ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ȅŜǘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ     

ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƘŜƭǇΦέ 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ όомрύ унп-фупф ŜȄǘΦ р 



 

All programs and services of the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

are offered on a nondiscrimination basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or disability. 

Agricultural Assessment Filing Deadline                           

is March 1, 2019 
 

Farmers and agricultural use landowners should be thinking about the Agricultural  Assessment Program if not already 

enrolled. This program was established under Agricultural Districtsõ Law to reduce property tax bills for land in       

agricultural production by limiting the property tax assessment of such land to its prescribed agricultural assessment 

value. Owners whose land satisfies the eligibility requirements may apply for an agricultural assessment. 

 

Agricultural Assessment applies only to agricultural land that includes crop land, pasture, orchards, vineyards,          

sugarbush, support land and crop acreage either set aside or retired under soil conservation programs. Up to 50 acres 

of farm woodland is eligible for an agricultural assessment per eligible tax parcel. Land and water used for aquacultural    

production are eligible, as is land under a structure within which crops, livestock or livestock products are produced. 

Land visibly associated with a residential dwelling is left out of the soil group worksheet.  

 

Eligibility is determined by the assessor or board of assessors where the application is filed. Land generally must consist 

of 7 or more acres that were used in the past 2 years for production for sale of crops, livestock or livestock products. 

Agricultural producing land less than 7 acres that is adjacent to a larger producing tract may be eligible as well. The  

annual gross sale of agricultural products must generally average $10,000 or more for the past 2 years. If an agricultural 

enterprise is less than 7 acres, it may qualify if average annual gross sales equal $50,000 or more. A commercial horse 

boarding may qualify if there is at least 7 acres of land, the operation boards at least 10 horses and the operation     

receives $10,000 or more in gross receipts annually. 

 

To apply the landownerõs first step is to contact our office at (315) 824-9849 ext. 5 and request a soil group        

worksheet. When calling it is helpful to have your tax parcel id numbers along with approximate acreage. A soil group 

worksheet on a parcel under 25 acres will cost $10 and over 25 acres $20. The landowner will then need to fill out 

Form RP-305 Application for an Agricultural Assessment that is available online or from the  assessorõs office. The   

application and soil group worksheets need to be submitted to the town assessor no later than March 1st. 

 

DONõT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE! 

2019 Tree Sale Order Forms Available 

First week in January 
 

Order forms for the 2019 Madison County Soil and Water Conservation 

District tree and shrub sale will be available the first week of January on 

our website.  If you are currently on the districtõs email list you will     

receive the order form around the same time.  All prepaid orders will be 

due on March 15, 2019 with pick up on April 18th. If you are looking for 

trees or shrubs that are not currently offered please let Joann Burke 

know and we will try to offer them the following year.  


