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For Land’s Sake 

In the hills overlooking Oneida Lake, with its fertile and sometimes 
fragile Honeoye soil, stand fields of cover crops, contour strips, 
wildlife ponds, riparian buffers and plantations of trees sequestering 
carbon, moisture and precious topsoil.  This is a testament to a farm 
family’s life-long conservation ethic. 

It has been said, “A society grows great when old men plant trees 

whose shade they know they shall never sit in.”  Pete Gianforte put 

his own twist on this adage by planting trees when he was a young 

farmer so his family and community could sit under them today.  

This legacy of humble stewardship since 1974 has garnered the or-

ganic, diverse and wildlife-friendly, Gianforte Farm LLC, to be en-

shrined as the 2016 Madison County Soil and Water Conservation 

District’s Conservation Farm of the Year.  

Given their hectic work schedule, equipment maintenance and at-

tention to detail, the Gianfortes have continued to foster and en-

hance their farm surroundings over the years through the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service’s Conservation Security Program.  They have also participated in the Wildlife 

Habitat Incentive Program which provides cover, food and habitat for turkeys, raptors, pollinators, amphibians 

and other wildlife.  They have installed numerous wood duck nesting boxes, bluebird houses and kestrel boxes 

and perches along field margins, shallow ponds and stream buffers.  In 2009 they had a 5kw wind turbine in-

stalled to help power the operation. 

The future of the award-winning farm looks bright as son Luke, who graduated from Cornell University with 

an animal science and business degree, joined the operation full-time in 2014.  He became the majority manag-

er while dad became manager “emeritus” and mom continues to be the parts runner and works for the Cazeno-

via Preservation Foundation part-time.  Sister Piper helps out when she can albeit pursuing a marketing and 

visual communications career. 

“We’ve decided as a family that Luke will have the opportunity to take the business into the future,” said Pe-

ter.  Luke has inherited his parent’s work and conservation ethic and love of the land with a more modern 

flare.  He utilizes GPS technology to monitor crop yields and management zones in each field as well as soft-

ware and record-keeping systems.  “I’m trying to find ways to be more efficient with labor, fuel and manage-

ment decisions over an input system.  We’ve got to maximize margins to remain competitive and be in a time-

ly and flexible position to capture markets,” said the younger Gianforte.  

Lori Kenyon, Certification Director for NOFA-NY Certified Organic, LLC echoed praise for the Gianfortes in 

receiving the 2016 Madison County Conservation Farm of the Year.  “Luke, Judy and Peter are dedicated to 

sustainability and their farming practices show them to be good environmental stewards that we can all be 

proud of.”  Luke summed it up best by saying, “It doesn’t matter what you’re growing, conservation practices 

add value to the land. It’s this land that supports us and gives strength to our local communities” 

Congratulations Gianforte Family on Conservation Farm of the Year  



Madison County SWCD Stream Program 

County Wide Stream Maintenance Program 

 

For the past few years the soil and water conservation district, armed with funding from the County Board of 
Supervisors, has been preforming stream maintenance projects around the county. In 2016 the district was able 
to leverage additional funding from the state to increase the number of projects that will be completed this 
year. Stream maintenance projects as part of our ongoing flood mitigation and restoration program, are under-
way. An ongoing issue in the County is obstructions in channels and streambank erosion. In addition to the 
projects completed and planned for 2016 we assisted multiple landowners and municipalities with permits to 
make needed repairs for these issues. 

Miner Road Project – Town of Brookfield 

Site pre construction – erosion threating the road  

Miner Road site post construction with stabilization installed. 



Oneida Creek Project 

 

The number of requests for debris removal in this stream seems to be always increasing. The severe flooding 
that took place in the City of Oneida has brought the blockages in the stream channel to the forefront as a con-
cern contributing to flooding.  

    Before log removal      After  

Bonney Road – Town of Georgetown 

 

An undersized culvert on Bonney Road resulted in flooding of the road during extreme weather events. The 
installation of a properly sized culvert will greatly reduce the risk of flooding at this location in the future. 

 

 Undersized culvert pre-construction.                          New culvert installed with headwalls. 
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Chittenango Hydrilla Killas Move on to State           

Envirothon Competition 

By Jessica Heim 

    Since January, teams of high school students across Madison, Chenango, 
Onondaga and Cayuga Counties were busy studying environmental topics 
for the Annual CNY Regional Envirothon which was held on April 20, 2016 
Beaver Lake Conservation Center in Baldwinsville. This annual outdoor, 
hands-on, environmental education competition is run by Madison,        
Chenango, Onondaga, and Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation    
Districts. Teams of five students in grades 9-12 are tested on topics          
including: wildlife, aquatics, forestry, soils/land use, and a current            
environmental issue. The teams will compete for a chance to represent their 
county in the New York State competition. 

     This year’s event brought a total of 150 students in 30 teams from the 4 
counties out for the event. Representative schools from Madison County 
were Brookfield, Cazenovia, Chittenango and Oneida. 

     After a long day, and a tough competition, the winners emerged. The 
Madison County Envirothon Champions were the Chittenango Hydrilla   
Killas! 

     The Brookfield team attended the New York State Envirothon on the 
campus of Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva on May 25 and 
26.    

     The CNY Regional Envirothon committee would like to sincerely thank 
the Beaver Lake Conservation Center  staff, sponsors, and volunteers that 
made the 2014 CNY Regional Envirothon a success. Soil and Water      
Conservation Districts across the state help organize annual County and   
Regional Envirothon competitions. Essential support is provided by school 
science teachers, school districts and local businesses that donate supporting 
funds. To learn more about the Envirothon please visit its website at: 
www.nysenvirothon.net. 


